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Updated table with rabies pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) recommendations

1For questions about the disease 
biogeography of the region where an 
exposure occurred, please contact your 
local or state health department
2Bats are reservoirs for rabies in all US 
states except Hawaii
3Terrestrial mammals are non-bat 
species (e.g., racoons, skunks, 
livestock)



Implications of proposed changes
Risk 
group

Population Primary 
immunog
enicity

Implications Long-term 
immunogenicity

Implications

#1 Research laboratorians

Diagnostic laboratorians

#2 Bat biologists

#3 Animal care professionals in 
terrestrial rabies regions

Animal care professionals in 
non-terrestrial rabies regions, 
students, spelunkers, 
persistent travelers

Short-term animal care 
professionals and persons 
without sustained risk for 
rabies

Titer every 6 months

IM [0, 7 

days]
Fewer vaccine doses 

but equivalent 
efficacy

Makes sense to 
consider all 
laboratorians equally

Titer check ever 6 
months1

Titer check every 2 
years2

No change

No change

Fewer vaccine doses 
and/or  fewer titer checks

Same number of vaccine 
doses OR instead of 3rd

vaccine, a titer

No additional vaccine 
and no titers

Titer once (1-3 
years after 

primary series)

OR
Booster no sooner 
than day 21 and no 

later than year 3



Recommendation

ACIP recommends a 2-dose [0, 7 days] intramuscular rabies vaccine series in 
persons for whom rabies vaccine pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is indicated



Recommendation

ACIP recommends an intramuscular booster dose of rabies vaccine, as an 
alternative to a titer check, no sooner than day 21 but no later than 3 years 
after the 2-dose PrEP series for those who have sustained and elevated risk 
for only recognized rabies exposures (i.e., those in risk category #3 of rabies 
PrEP recommendations table).



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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Reminder: proposed changes

Highlighted:  Proposed 
changes to 2008 ACIP 
recommendations 

Red box:   Today’s votes 

Primary 
immunogenicity 

Long-term 
immunogenicity 

#1 risk group
(i.e., laboratorians) IM [0, 7 days] Titers every 6 months 

after primary series

#2 risk group
(i.e., persons who 
handle bats or enter 
high density bat 
environments)

IM [0, 7 days] Titers every 2 years after 
primary series

#3 risk group (i.e., 
veterinarians, vet 
assistants, animal 
handlers, vet students, 
travelers etc.)

IM [0, 7 days]

Titer once at 2 years after 
primary series
OR
Booster once no sooner 
than day 21 and no later 
than 3 yearsȽ


